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~ ian THIS EVENING. 


pee c—Rux 2 Bras. 
—Tuz Banker's Davontzr. 
TRE.—Turo’ rae Dare. 
AN TRE.—H, M. 8. Poerorz. 
: TRE.—A Sonar or Parza. 
oa enema eee M. & Poavoms,, 


ie? ’ $1 
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| Muming Bilton eco ca ce sccaceoees ove 10 00 


BRANCH OFFICES OF (THE TIMES. 
fue Ties Up-town Ofice—No.;1,258 Broadway. 
Paris Office of Tax Tiums—No.:39'Rue de Lafayette 
‘Tae Tracag is on sale in London at No. 449 Strand, W. 


4 trom Henry P. Gillig & Co. and at Mr, Stevens’, No. 
33 Trafalgarequare, 
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‘The Signal Service, Bureau report indicates 
| Raptors in thisyregion, warm south to 


E ipest winds hd partly cloudy weather during 


fhe day, followed during the night by decidedly 


|» solder wvlither, rain or snow, and rising bar- 
é mmeter, 1s iortherly to westerly winds 


ee Kil toxin, from our Washington dis- 


that Republican members of the 


Ei Roane of Representatives need .to be re- 


~ Minded of-the necessity of forwarding in 


hea 
s apo mega for 


» of the 
"ts not likely to omit to remind Demio¢ratic 


pdvance of the making up of the roll, duly- 
nthenticated certificates of their election. 
k Apams’ is likely to use his acting 
his party's  ben- 
did. on the — organization 
Forty-fifth Congress, ~ and 


~ ft as he 


members-elect of any failure to furnish the, 
es necessary to enable them to 

icipate in the organization of the new 
Members: of the minority. will be 


4 Beck 0 far as the Clerk is concerned, to 
» POntiriue iti ignorance of the consequences 
< Wf any nepaetin: this matter. 


‘Kentucky is bidding for rather more than 
share of. officers in the new Congress. 
Clerk. of the House, Mr. Apams, is a Ken- 

ikiam, and seeks're-election. Mr. Buack- 


, isa favorite son of Kentucky, and Mr. 
Warrrrson, who is being pressed for Clerk 
f the Senate, is the father of the well-known 

litor of the Louisville Courter-Jouthal.. Ohio 

r to’be content with the Sergeant- 
Arms of -the.House and the Executive 


2 Slerk of the Senate, while Virginia wante 


the Sérgeant-at-Arms and the Post- 
ter of the House. New-York is not 
of in the competition for places, the 


naryDemocratic office-seeker in this” 


ate being ‘apparently able to do much 
tter at. home than in Washington. 
Mr. *Davip’ Doptry Fietp has 


4 © eptipssddrondgnetap-actith as 


of the population of this City engaged 


Ublic, it'is to be hoped that New-York will 
pt insist on her quota of places under Con- 
x The office-holding virus has already 

er too firm's hold on our citizens for the 


| ciety which Mr. Henry L. 


‘the maturing settlements on sales of 4 


on ¥ Pe sony eche he: ia 
shines beng te coke | whethe 


pretty conclusive proof how thoroughly the. 
pet sce post ton rag fn 
| 90n8 who control the © dark lantern” 80- 
denounce with so much vigor. - The gv 
‘many Society own the 


General Committee meets, and it has, at no 


"| Very remote period, resolved “ that, the 


use of the hall for any + meeting} be 
withheld ‘until the further. action. of 
the Council,” “and until ys  commit- 
tee of Sachems should “restore ‘unioii 
‘and harmony to thé Democracy of the City 
of New-York, and a consolidated General 


| Committee of their representatives.” The 


control of the ‘‘regular”_ Democratic organi-. 
'| zation in this City depends on the control of 
the building known as Tammany Hall, and: 
whichever party succeeds in the election of 
Sachems next month, it is probable that this 
eharacteristicully “ Dernoguatip ' ” principle 
will remain untouched: 
Eee 
THE TREASURY: POLICY. 

Mr, Sxerman’s letter to Assistant-Treas- 
urer HittHouse dispels whatever anxiety 
has been felt in regard to a possible strin- 
gency in the money market as a result of 


per cent. bonds. In view of not improbable 
contingencies, the Treasury has so obvious 
én interest in the maintenance of a smooth, 
working of the money market, that the un- 
easiness has. seemed hardly - reasonable.. 
Whether well or ill founded, the Secretary 
now ends it with very explicit assurances. 
There will be no demand for the money de- 
posited on account of the 4 percents ex- 
cept as it may, be - required for * the: 
payment of 6 per eent. called bonds ; 
the payment even for the great body of 
these ‘‘ will be made by a\simple credit.” 


conducted as not unnecessarily to interfere 
with the money. market.” 

The announcement is evidently intended 
quite as much to facilitate the continuance 
of the refunding operations as to allay the 
apprehension which is made the occasion 
of the letter. In the former respect the 





‘and the country cannot mourn because 


| rope. But they are not yet an.assured sne- 


‘ wordy expected to + decline in propor-,| 


poliey of the Treasury is very likely to be 
checked by eauses more satisfactory to the 
country than even the reduction of its in- ' 
terest burdens. Refunding at the rate at 
which it has. been conducted has been 
feasible simply because. money could 
not be more profitably employed; 


the- process will be arrested by the 
legitimate demands of business. In antici- 
pation of this event, may it not be prudent 
for Mr. SHerman to profit by his opportu-; 
nity while the market remains compara- 
tively favorable? The amount of gold coin 
at present. in the Treasury is in his judg- 
ment sufficient for the purposes of resump- 
tion. So far the working of resumption 
sustains his opinion. We cannot forget, 
however, that the ability of the Treasury 
to meet any large demand for gold rests 
upon the presumption that, at any moment, . 
coin may be obtained by the sale of bonds. 
The supply from this source has been re- 
lied upon as equal to any conceivable drain 
by holders of greenbacks. The question to 
be considered is, whether the source will 
not. cease to be available while the possi-. 
bility of a drain will continue. 

The action of the Bank of England in re- 
‘ducing its rate of discount averts an expor- 
tahon of gold coin which until yesterday. 
appeared imminent. Though the’ contin-’ 
gency may not immediately recur, prndent 
financiers will not omit it from their caleu- 
lations, When it does return, gold-will be | 
wanted, and the Treasury is the reservoir | 
from which tle coin will be drawn. - Dis-. 
trust has nothing to do with the oceurrence, 
“which is certainly not improbable; but dis- 
trast may easily grow out of transsctions in 
themselves natural and proper. If it were 
still in the.power of the Secretary to. sell 
4 per cents at par, all this might « bes} 
Tooked forward to without fear. - The situa- , 
tion would be still better if a »steady mar- 
‘ket for these bonds could be found in Eu-. 


cess there; and at honie the market for them 


tion to the greater value bers dot ccas 
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The theory is not without plausibility in 
the case of countries situated as areFrance, | 
Belgium, Great Britain. and Germany, with a 
considerable and varied international trade.’ 
Butin England, curiously enough, the prinei- 
pal object of this peouliar policy is America, 
We are supposed to be the most formidable 
rivals and the most serious offenders. It is, 
known that we can compete with England 
in many for@fgn markets, and it‘is con- 
cluded that we owe.our strength to our 
protective system. - The English advo- 
cates of- reciprocity 1 say:  ‘* What is 
the use in England letting » Amer- 
jean goods in free, when America levies 
‘a nearly prohibitory tax on English goods ? 
Why not tax American goods until we force 
equality of trade?’ But it happens that of 
all the countries trading with England, the 
United States is the one the products of 
~which offer the least promising field for re- 
taliation or threatening legislation. It is 
true that our exports to the United Kingdom 
are large in proportion to our imports thence, 
In the year ending July 1, 1878, they were, 
in round numbers, $298,000,000, or 41 
‘per cent, of all our exports.- But these ex- 
ports were distributed among the ag big 
classes of products: . 


On what one of these classes of imports 
‘from the United States can Great Britain 
afford to levy a retaliatory tax f . On bread- 
stuffs ‘and provisions, thus increasing the 
cost of food, and with that the resistance’ 
to a reduction in wages? On cotton, the 

raw materialiof her most important manu- 
factures, thus crippling her; manufacturers 

in every market of the world? . On tobaceo, 

which would affect wages, or the temper of 

the earners of wages, more in ’ propor- 

tion to the amount ; imported , than 

a like tax on food? * On illuminating 
oil, on timber, on oil-cake—raw/ materials 

of manufactures or an essential element in 

the cost of living ? These ‘ questions ;an-. 

swer themselves. Looking only at the im-. 
mediate and :most narrow effect of the tax,, ih. 
that on home. production, it-will be.seen; 

that such taxes would cost England more 

than they could possibly cost us. Butthere 

is asecondary and not less importanteffect to’ 
be considered, - By just so much as Great 

Britain. taxed food and raw cotton, she 

would increase the amount in other mar- 

kets that-her own, and reduce ‘the cost to 

her competitors, so that she would at once 
be weighting her own manufactures and 

lightening the burden of her rivals. : In 

homely phrase, she would be cutting’ off 
her nose to spite her face. 

The trouble;with the proposed policy of 
retaliation is°that the ' competition which 
England has to fear from the United States 
is not to any appreciable extent in home 
markets, but in foreign markets, and‘ every 
farthing of tax she laid on our principal ex-- 
ports to her own shores would render.’ our 
mannfadtures - more y formidable :in other 
countries. Should she tax food, ‘no ‘ other, 
‘manufacturers would so largely profit by the: 
reduction in price of living outside of Eng- 
‘land which would ensueas our own, and the! 
‘game thing’ is true of s tax on cotton, ; As 
for a tax on the few millions of our finished 
products which get to English markets, it. 
is puerile to.speak'of it as a Weapon of re-; 
taliation. - Yet slight’ as would be its possi- 
ble influence, it would ‘all go in,the direc-! 
‘tion of. making these products .cheaper in 





injaring her own manufacturers. The truth 
jis that ‘the'ery for retaliation is purely 6. 
sentimental one. It, cannot stand # mo- 


, ment’s examination in the light of actual 


facts. ‘It does not touch the real causes of 
depression in English trade. It is morally 


;| impossible that it should be listened to with 
; respect, or even patience, by English legis- 


No Ministry would dare to take it 
‘ap in‘ Parliament in » serious tone. It} 


ot {would be silenced by the slightest thorough 
neh ay been should it ever be embodied in a 


of Ie Great. 
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stance, the thieves had with them af accom-' 
plice who was armed and was stationed at 
theouter door todefend themen who were at. 
work within. Acoidentally,he was‘‘ flanked”. 
by the householder, and he fied without 
firing a shot. The burglar who surrendered. 
within doors is reported to haye said that. it, 
he had;not been surprised he would have’ 
shot the householder, just ‘as his comrade 
had been shot.. Presumably, the man who. 
was killed would-have said the same thing {f 
he had had a chance to say it. / 
When it is sought to extend this doctrine 
of the extreme rights of property’so as to 
eover all attempts to rob, there is-a mani- 
fest'strain. . For example, a man was slot 
dead in a Pennsylvania village, the. other 
night, while. robbing ,a ‘ hen-rooét. . Boys 
have, before now, been shot down by wrath- 
ful farmers while committing the compara- 
tively light offense of “ hooking” 
Tt is not necessary to attempt to plead the: 
morality of stealing hens or applés, to set 
the deed of the defender of his property in 
its true light. But it does seem a violent 
assumption that hens or apples are property 
of such peculiar sacredness that * human. 
life should be‘taken in their defense. 
Horse-stealing has-in all ages been consid-. ; 
ered one of the most: outrageous crimes 
against property.“ In most of the States it 
was punishable with death until @ recent 
period, and in the newer States, & horse- 


| thief isi hanged by Judge» Lynch mach 


more summarily than a murderer is, > And 
in all’ communities, whatever may be; the 
voice of the written law, the unwritten law 
which is found in public ' sentiment. exon- 
erates the man who defends his property, 
however trivial its value, by night‘ or day, 
from all who would take it from him; even 
to the extent of shedding the blood:of the 
aggressor, 

This being the case, i¢ would -seem : that 
burglary is a most hazardous business. In-' 
deed, if{a man about to go into ‘house-: 
breaking were to sit down and calculate: 
the chances of his being caught ‘after the 
act, or’ wounded while committing: it, he* 
would decide that the odds were against, 
him. Leaving out of account .the petty: 
thefts in the practice . of which: sneak- 
thieves prepare for the loftier : flights, of 
-burglary, it will be found,’upon examina- 
tion, that very few of these: | graver crimes; 
are committed with impunity. | tA man robbed: 
_of his property is like ‘‘ a bear robbed of her 
whelps.” He is a sleepless detective who 
exhausts all means to hunt down the rob-, 
ber, A, fugitive murderer may escape. A 
burglar who leaves a clue, (and almost all 
burglars do,) has all the chances in favor of» 
his ultimate capture. And a burglar who! 
‘meets in a strange house'the outraged’ 
householder, - armed } and { vigilant, ‘is a 
doomed man. “We! may’ sentimentalize 
about the sacredness of human life;* we 
may deplore the! waywardness of “human 
nature which has turned a bright and prom-: 
ising young man into @ thief. . The inexora- 
ble laws of society, written or unwritten,’ 
will hold him guiltless who shoots down the; 
man who invades his domestic castle, bent. 
on plunder. And the man‘ who takes the 
life of the invader under such circumstances 
is applauded for his courageous defense, | 

EN 
OIVILIZATION AMONG ANTS, 

¢ However Sir Jonn’ Luspock may be pro-- 
vided with sisters and cousins, he is famous ' 
the world over for his numerous collection ; 
‘of ants, to which he devotes his‘ attention’ 
-most assiduously, Though by no means @ 
sluggard in his habits, he “goes to the ant. 
-every day to learn of her ways, and, vevery: 
‘now and then he takes the public into his‘ 
‘confidence and reveals what he has gath-. 
“ered regarding her character. é He} finds! 
them marvelously like human’ beings. in. 
some respects, and it isan open question 
‘whether they have‘ not systems of 
‘ophy and theories and opinions /a 
‘the order‘ of creation ‘and. the 
of living : things. His study is continu-! 
ally opening up new views regarding these 
tiny creatures, and it has lately been | shown 
‘that they have attained high, d ) of! 
civilization, in ‘spite of certain 

tages in the limitation of. their sensed‘. He . 
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‘break-’| are kept in separate herds and carefully fed 
;} and tended, and though of no use during 
oa the Winter 


, this dairy stock is kept over for 
the supply of future wants, . There are 
other ants devoted to agriculture. These 


he is are Common in Texas, and have been much 


studied by Dr.:Lnozoum. They clear a. 
‘plot of ground about the ity in which the. 


| eolony lives, removing all the existing vege-' 


tation; then they sow it with the seed of a 

certain grass which. affords a favorite | kind 

of farinaceous food, keep the growing crop 

free from weeds, drive off all hostile or 

‘noxious insects, and when it is mature cut 

it down, get out the grain and store it for 

use. Manufactures and commerce. are, 
doubtless, unknown only for the reason that 

they are not required to satisfy the simple 

and philosophic wants of the.ants, for they 

‘are free from the selfishness in the matter 

of property which causes so much trouble 

among men. « Hence Communism is quite 

practicable among: them, and is, in .fact, 

reduced to practice.» The supplies are: all 

held by the community in: common. « All 

work alike in: obtaining them and ‘share 

alike in consuming them, and there is no in- 
dication that they ever quarrel among them-: 
selves or, have any trouble about oanniny, 
of rights. ’ 

- This shows Aaa BD lack of selfish-’ 
ness among individuals, but it fosters a, 
clannishness and Communal selfishness, 30 
to speak, which makes the members of ‘one! 
community consider all others as enemies. . 
Although * there are not unfrequently as 
many a8 100,000 citizens in a single ant- 
hill, they all recognize each other instantly, 
no matter where they :meet,: and with the 
same certainty detect’ the _ presence of an 
alien, and get upon him at’ once and’ drive 
him off or kill him. The anti-Chinese_poli- 
ey, which was also’ from time immemorial 
the Chinese « policy, : is‘ unanimously : sus- 
tained among them. An ant: belonging’ 
tos particular community has “been kept; 
away from his. fellows an entire year, and 
then restored in the company of a stranger. 
He was then ‘immediately recognized and’ 
welcomed, while the stranger was set upon 
and slaughtered. . How this recognition is 
effected isa puzzle; to, ant students, but: 
they reject the Masonic theory of signs and 
pass-words. There seems to be some badge 
of citizenship not jeasy to discover. While 

ants that belong’ tothe same community : 
thus hold together as. against aliens, they 

are not over-benevolent toward’ those' in 4 
trouble, and their antipathy is much stronger 
than their sympathy. Sir Jounw has put: 
individual ants into positions of embarrass- 
mentand difficulty, to see what their fellows 
would do.. As a rule they let them alone 
to get out’ the’ best: way they can, though 
occasionally a« good Samaritan . has 
been . noticed. * In 4 one* case, an! ant 
born without antennm, an affliction about. 
equivalent .to blindness among human 
beings, got astray and ‘fell ; among ene- 

mies, where it was maltredted: and left for 

dead. One of! its own tribe, coming. along: 
and noticing its: plight, took it up tenderly, ; 


v 


‘and not having-wine and oil, handy, or}an}} 
ass at hand, carried’ the unfortunatey home’ 


on its back, } In another case, two ants’ be-' 
longing to the same community were put in 

one bottle, with a bit of muslin over. its 

mouth, and two strangers ‘in another, simi-: 
larly confined. . Those belonging to the nest 

paid no attention to their comrades in} dis- 

tress, but set to vigorously, and after several, 
days’, toil, ; got at the foreigners and killed 
them, : There are*ants’ that . have { slaves, 

which are invariably captives !taken in war 
while young and; brought up in a condition 
of servitude. » They are made to perform all 
manner of menial; services, but seem to be 
content ‘with ‘their lot, and will even fight 
vigorously j for their masters. ; There’ is a 
species of / Amazon! ants in South America’ 
so demoralized by ‘the slave system. that. 
they can do nothing for themselves... They 


are ajbloated military aristocracy, and are 


cleaned and fed ‘and have their commonest 
personal wants attended, to by slaves. < All 
they do is to go out {on}kidnapping : exeur- 
sions to capture more slaves. 
——— 

¥ hie recent inundation in Hungary, though 
on a larger scale, bears:a close resemblance to the 
terrible calamity that devastated the Swiss valley of 
half a century ago, which is still remem- 


‘finds no evidence that they can hear at all,\| nstant. 





with very little trouble. If the Canadians desire to 
add to their Dominion this undesirable strip of land, 
by all means let us give it to them. 
es 

California continually develops new wonders. 
The latest. discovery there isa natural washing 
machine, which, as may be supposed, has been 
turned to full advantage. A boiling spring has been 
discovered in Tulare County, between Palvadero and 


are thrown into the water, which has a whirling mo- 
tion, and are drawn out of sight. Ina few minutes 
they rise to the surface, float to the wringer, and 
are run through itinto the seeond spring, where 
they are rinsed by passing through another wringer. 
This natural laundry does its work in about 40 min- 
utes, and one of its special benefits is that.any 
man can do the washing, thus sparing women the 
drudgery of a day ovér the wash-tub. It is partieu- 
larly appreciated by: women, therefore, and a num- 
ber of families in the county intend to take up their 
abode near the spring, in order to facilitate labor. 
Oalifornians daily expect to discover a cave in the 
vicinity where, by some arrangement. of partial 
nature, hot smooth stones roll up and down over a 
amooth rocky bed, so &s to serve as flat-irons for the 
doing-up of the washed clothes. There is always 
such completeness in nature that the ironing method 
may be confidently looked for.’ She has been so 
prodigal to the Golden State that she would not cer- 


be tainly provide her with washing-springs, and omit 


caves where the bleaching, starching, and whole 
doing-up process may be regulated spontaneously. 


* Thestory iscurrentin Fall River that Cuarizs 
P. Sricnnzy, the defaulter and forger, who has just 
been sent to the State Prison for s term of years, 
‘was all prepared to fly the country, indeed on the 
very eve of departure, when he was so suddenly ar- 
rested the last time. His destination, it is said, was 
South America ; his wife was to accompany him ; 
trunks full of clothing had been’ sent here, and their 
house had been stripped of everything of value. He 
was condemned for defaleatiom; thé charge of for- 
gery by one of the banks was made, it is asserted, in 
order that he might be tried for it as soon as his 
first sentence had {been served. His crime has 
already carried down his father-in-law, Winutam O. 
Dvuvat, and the Manufacturers’ Gas Company, of 
which he had been Treasurér. How many more 
firms and corporations will be ruined by the late 
rascalities of Fall Riverians cannot be foretold. It 
really seems as if they would never end. Every- 
body wonders why Sticxnzy did not run away. He 
had ample opportunity; so had Oxace and Harua- 
WaY; but still they staid, as if they had something 
to hope for from the law, when there was" no pros- 
pect of their escaping State Prison. They did no 
good to themselves or any one else by waiting for 
arrest and the regular course of eventé. Flight 
would have preserved them and their families from 
much suffering and no little shame. But. they ap- 
peared to be unable to quit Fall’ River, which, from 
all ackonnts, is not particularly alluring materially, 
socially, or intellectdally. Theirs must have been s 
plain case of local fascination without. perceptible 
cause, 5 








The yellow hair which a number of actresses 
and many women off the stage affect, seems to be 
growing more and moré common. It is not pleasant 
to see, however, because it is, in almost every in- 
stance, artificial, the result. of dying, and artificiali- 
ty is never agreeabie for any length of time. Act- 
resses have professional reasons—perhaps mistaken 
ones—for dying their hair; buat other women have 
-mo'exeuse for it. They imagine, of course, that it 
adds to their beauty, or modifies their homeliness, 
which it certainly does not.; The effect, indeed, is 
quite the contrary. Nature is very likely to under- 
stand the true principles of art. Although she may 
not make all women handsome, she generally 
furnishes them with complexion, eyes, and hair to 
match. And when they bleach their hair, they 
blunder ssthetically, wronging nature and them- 
selves at the same time. The peculiar hue of the 
hair which is now the fashion with a certain class 
is almost slways unbecoming, because it is unnatu- 
ral, It advertises and. emphasizes its artificiality, 
and conveys an unfavorable impression of the per- 
son who adopts it. No woman in civilization colors 
her hair blue, her nose red, her cheeks green, or her 
teeth black. But if she did, she would be acting 
very much like the woman who dyes her hair yellow 
—a dead, fictitious, repellant hue. Yellow hair is 
apt to give an unprepessessing notion of the wearer. 
The. man or woman of taste and good sense who 
sees it associates it with painted eyebrows, painted 
cheeks, and otner false things, spiritual not less 
than material. _ If these hair-dyers kuew what men 
of the world mean by saying, ‘She is the sort of 
woman who bleaches her hair,” they would think 
twice before they did it. 

(I 
A Before the various recently-discovered meth- 
ods of manufacturing steel ata low cost were put 
into operation, it was thought that if the price of 
steel could only be reduced it would drive iron 
almost out of use.; Ina certain way this opinion 
has been confirmed, for steel is now put to. services 


structor has it at his option to use either fron or 
ateel, the merits of the latter for several classes of 
work are accepted less freely than they once were. 
This is especially noticeable in ship-building. Until 
within a short time it has been claimed that, apart 
from cost, a steel ship would be in every way supe- 





rior to.an fron vessel, for as the same strength 


may not be. an unalloyed improvement. In the first 
place, it is found that there is a much greater diver- 


sity in the tensile strezigth of different steel plates 
Beer yeaa semticies” ones, and hence in ordinary 
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ly, jndging the moment opportune, the ex-favorite 
proceeds to the accomplishment of his first plan. He 
bids Ruy meet him in a private dwelling in the sub” 
urbs, and sends the note in Ruy’s handwriting to the 
Queen. Maria de Neubourg hastens. to the appoint 
ed place, and just as they awaketo the danger of the, 


situation Don Sallust comes forth and offers his victim, ., 
‘| acholee between flight with Ruy Blas, whom he calls 





and former calling.: Then he asks the Queen's for 
giveness. She withholds it,andhe takes poison. When 
Ruy is aying at her feet she confesses that she loves 
him, and as she kneels over him he passes away in. 
an ecstasy of joy. 

“Ray Blas” is the composition of Filippo Mar 
chetti, and is written in the best modern Italian 
form, full of melody, but without the thin instra- 
mentation that characterizes the older operas. The 
influence of the German school is apparent in this 
work, and, however pleasant it may be to listen toa © 
succession of sweet melody, it is now a well-tab- 


lished fact, that there must be something more than 
amére strumming accompaniment to make a new 
opera acceptable. No composer to-day would vem 
tureto write in the old-fashioned Italian method, 
even if he were soinclined. Verdi is a signal illus 
tration of this fact. It would be gifficult to believd, 
ata first hearing, that “Ernani” and ‘‘ Alda” were 
the work of the same composer, though the charac 
teristies of the writer are, on a close analysis, 
evident in the latter work, modified however, 
by the influences just alluded to. “Ruy Blas” 
was first performed in Milan in April, 
1869. In the season beginning in October, 1874, it 
was playedin New-York, under the management of 
Mr. Strakosch, before it had been heard in England, 
France, or Germany, the cast at that time inclading 
Mme. Potentini, Miss Cary, Signor Carpi, Signor Del 
Puente, and Signor Fiorini. It was only tolerably- - 
‘well given, but it commanded favorable attention; 
its intrinsic musical beauties and its highly dra 
matic character being instantly recognized. Since 
its first production it has been received with marked 
favor in Naples, St. Petersburg, London, and Paris, 
and has been conducted by some of the leading diree- 
tors of Europe. including Marchetti, the P ; 
Factio, who is esteemed in Italy as the first of con- 
duetors; Pedrotti, Mancinelli, and by Sir Michael 
Costa, in London. The réle of the Queen was 
Written for Mme. Benza, whose voice was of the 
game character as that of Mme. Marie Réze. The 
rehearsals of this performance, whieh have been’ 
very complete, indicate a charming interpretation of 
the part by Mme. Rize. The rest of the cast. is as 





The music is fall of attractive arias for the prin- 
eipal voices, choruses which Mr. Mapleson’s com- 
pany are entirely competent to give with telling 
effect, and several concerted scenes which are gems 
in thelr way. 

——_—_~._—_- — 
LYCEUM THEATRE. 

Both “The Sorcerer” and “H..M. 8S, Ping 
fore” are at this moment being performed nightly 
at the Lyceum Theatre, although the company here 
is. decidedly inferior to those which are playing at 
two other Metropolitan theatres. In ‘The Sorcerer,” 
which is a very pretty and melodious operetta, Miss 
Marie Harvey and Mr. J. Graaf sing nicely and act 
lugubriously. Miss Louise Leighton, however, is 
really an excellent vocalist and a spirited actress, 
and the part of Constance in her hands is skillfully 
treated. Unfortunately, Miss Leighton has been ill 
most of this week, and she has been superseded by 
another. The “Pinafore,” in which she played 
Josephine with marked ability, is poorly given, al- 
though the Little Buttercup of Miss Mortimer is as 
good ag any we have seen. The orchestra and the 
chorus:employed at this house do not add to the 


public enjoyment. 


ooo 
PUBLIC READINGS. 

4 Mrs. Priscilla Cooper Goodwyn, a lady whe 
has acquired in private circles some name a3°a 
reader, made her appearance in public in Associa- 
tion Hall on Wednesday evening. Yesterday after 
toon Prof. Locke Richardson gave, at the Union 
Leaeus Theatre, the last of his present course of 
recitals from Shakespeare and Dickens. In the 
small hall of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, at 2:30 P. M. yesterday, Mrs. J. Kennedy 
Smyth began her new series of readings from the 
British poets. Seversl of the poems of Thomas 
Moore were rendered by her. Shelley, Keats, Hood, 
Mrs, Browning, and Tennyson will follow in regular 
order. on successive Thursdays, omitting Thursday, 
April 10. To-morrow afternoon, at 3 o’elock, Mr. 
George Vandenhoff will appear for the second time 
this season at the Union League Theatre as an in- 
terpreter of Diekens, It will be seen, from these 
announéements, that readings and recitals are at 
present in public favor, a fact which we are giad to 
note, so long as the true, the good, and the beaut) 
ful are encouraged, and the false condemned. 

—_——o——— 

MUSICAL NOTES. 

% The ballad concert to be given by Mr. Saak 
poner ett mae b oa ids Gate ma 

arte 
HA Miss Ente Wivent, Mr. Lop nag Mr, Alfred 

Pease, and the Young Apollo Club. 
Tide rigger Hopkins announces for Saturday 
evening oue of his concerts of- church music at 
Borie and Manier, 

— ary Bae witn Misses pay rete gree ri 


ty. 

Mr. William Courtney will give his second 
English ballad concert at Chickering Hall on Thurs 
day evening next, the 20th inst., when he will have 
the assistance of Mrs. Courtney, Mrs, Robertson, 
Mr. Piorentine, Mr. Vogrich, and the same double 
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